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(amounts in thousands, except per-share data)___________________________________________
2005 2004 % Change_________ _________ _________

Income Data
 Net earnings $54,032 $61,704 –12%

 Net interest income (TE) 196,189 176,777 11%

Per Common Share Data
 Net earnings—basic $1.67 $1.91 –13%

 Net earnings—diluted 1.64 1.87 –12%

 Book value (end of period) 14.78 14.32 3%

 Tangible book value (end of period) 12.55 12.16 3%

 Cash dividends paid 0.72 0.58 24%

Average Balance Sheet Data
 Securities $1,434,415 $1,345,350 7%

 Loans, net of unearned income 2,883,020 2,599,561 11%

Total earning assets 4,455,256 3,979,822 12%

Total assets 4,931,030 4,424,334 11%

Total deposits 4,001,426 3,602,734 11%

Total preferred stockholders’ equity – 2,240 –100%

Total common stockholders’ equity 475,701 447,384 6%

            bp Change
Key Ratios

 Return on average assets 1.10% 1.39% –29 
 Return on average total equity 11.36% 13.72% –236 
 Return on average common equity 11.36% 13.79% –243 
 Net interest margin (TE) 4.40% 4.44% –4 
 Efficiency ratio (TE) 58.82% 57.33% 149 
 Allowance for loan losses

     to period-end loans 2.49% 1.48% 101 
 Total stockholders’ equity to assets 9.65% 9.96% –31 
 Leverage ratio 7.85% 8.97% –112

                                                                Hancock Holding Company & Subsidiaries

  Financial 
Highlights
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H onoring 

the bright spirit of all  

who helped Hancock 

weather the storm

The refurbished One Hancock Plaza 

shown in these architectural renderings embodies 

the region’s determined spirit and Hancock’s commitment 

to communities across the Gulf South. 
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2005
Catalyst

for Change

By the second quarter, 2005 had 

evolved as an exciting year for 

then $4.7 billion Hancock Holding 

Company. Comprehensive deposit and 

loan growth strategies, progressive 

new consumer and business banking 

solutions, and experienced, highly 

trained financial professionals 

positioned Hancock for continued 

success throughout a vibrant four-

state market. With resurgence 

in residential and commercial 

development from Central Louisiana 

to Florida’s Panhandle, the company 

again anticipated its responsibilities 

as a longstanding partner for well-

planned economic growth. Across 

the nation, America’s investment 

community lauded the potential of 

Hancock Holding Company. In 2005 

change and opportunities seemed 

inevitable for Hancock and many 

of the hometowns along the 

Interstate 10 corridor.

To Our 
Shareholders

By no stretch of the imagination 

could one have anticipated what the 

year 2005 would render to the states 

that border the Gulf of Mexico, for 

several hurricanes of varying strength 

visited them.

Regretfully, “Katrina,” with its 160 

m.p.h. winds and 33-foot tidal surge 

(the worst hurricane ever to hit the 

U.S.A.), centered on the Mississippi 

Coast where your Bank’s headquarters 

and 22 branch offices suffered 

significant physical damage.

Fortunately, however, though many 

of our personnel suffered total or 

considerable loss to their homes, none 

of our staff, nor any of their families, 

lost their lives nor suffered personal 

injury. Immediately after the storm, 

the Company established an Associate 

Assistance Foundation to provide our 

employees disaster assistance relief. 

We received 136 applications and 

awarded 135 grants totaling $221,500 

within four months of the storm. The 

fund will eventually expand to help 

employees facing other types of 

emergency situations. 

George A. Schloegel, Vice Chairman & CEO;  Leo W. Seal, Jr., President;  Joseph F. Boardman, Jr., Chairman  



Our stock liquidity continues to increase 

as 105,000 trades, totaling 22,500,000 shares, 

were made during the year, primarily through

the 12 investment banking firms that are 

“Market Makers” of the Company’s stock.
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Hurricanes are no strangers to 

Hancock Bank, for since its beginning 

in 1899, it has weathered and survived 

the five most severe storms to hit our 

area (1906, 1915, 1947, 1969, 2005)—all 

of which included winds in excess of 115 

m.p.h. and tidal surges of at least 15 feet.

Accordingly, we have consistently 

retained sufficient insurance coverage 

to adequately cover our losses; hence, 

Katrina damages were no exception, 

even as high as they were.

Having experienced the destruction 

and disruptions that these past 

catastrophes brought to the citizens, 

businesses, utilities, and public 

facilities, your Bank—prior to Katrina’s 

arrival—had dispatched staff members 

to Chicago, Atlanta, Little Rock, Baton 

Rouge, Tallahassee, and Hattiesburg 

to staff our “back-up” centers. 

Thus, despite very limited electrical 

power, severely restricted means of 

communication, travel accessibility, 

equipment, and building facility 

damage, and with the help of our very 

dedicated and loyal staff members, 

we actually had several branch 

locations up and running to serve 

the public within 24 hours after 

Katrina had vacated the Coast. 

Hancock was the only bank to 

provide check cashing and the most 

essential financial services the 

public required. 

We should report to you that while 

reconstruction and repair to all our 

damaged facilities are well underway, 

it nevertheless will be late summer of 

2006 before we have fully completed 

the undertaking at all locations.

Results for the Year
Despite the utter devastation and 

destruction the vast majority of our 

market and your Bank suffered, we 

can report several bright spots.

Total deposits were up one billion 

two hundred forty-seven million 

dollars ($1,247,204,000) for the year, 

and this growth was realized without 

the benefit of any merger. The loan 

portfolio increase was nearly 

a quarter of a billion, 

tempered by the substantial 

payoffs of mortgage loans, 

from the insurance proceeds 

that customers received, 

for hurricane losses.

As a direct result of higher 

operating expenses caused 

by Katrina, after-tax 

profits were $54,032,000, 

down from $61,704,000 in 2004.

Your Bank has always enjoyed the 

reputation of being conservatively 

run. In keeping with that concept, 

immediately following the storm, our 

loan officers and credit department 

undertook a very detailed review of 

the loan portfolio to try to determine 

on a “worst-case” scenario what losses 

we might incur. This led to a “Special 

Loan Loss Reserve” of $35 million 

being set up in September.

The $35 million may prove to be 

higher than is necessary, since actual 

losses through the end of the year 

have not occurred to the degree that 

was projected. If this trend continues, 

it is possible that the estimate was 

too conservative and, if so, part of the 

reserve may be reversed, which would 

positively affect total income in 2006 

and/or 2007.

Interestingly, market performance 

of the common stock rose from $30.00 

per share in December 2004 to $37.81 

by year-end 2005—an increase of 25 

percent. Also, cash dividends were 

increased by 24 percent, from $0.58 to 
$0.72 per share. This represents 

the third consecutive year for 

dividend increases.

Our stock liquidity continues to 

increase as 105,000 trades, totaling 

22,500,000 shares, were made 



Joseph F. Boardman, Jr.
Chairman of the Board

George A. Schloegel
Vice Chairman & CEO

Leo W. Seal, Jr.
President

4         Hancock Holding Company

during the year, primarily through 

the 12 investment banking firms 

that are “Market Makers” of the 

Company’s stock.

Service & Facilities
Our Hancock Insurance Agency 

subsidiary expanded its ability to 

market fire, casualty, liability, life, and 

health insurance policies into Orleans, 

Jefferson, and the parishes on the north 

side of Lake Pontchartrain through the 

merger of the J. Everett Eaves agency, 

which has served these areas since 

October 1918. New banking offices 

were opened in Zachary, Louisiana, and 

on Cedar Lake Road in north Biloxi, 

Mississippi, as well as a loan production 

office in Mobile, Alabama. After 40 

years, our Edgewater Mall branch 

was closed when mall officials refused 

to renew our lease to accommodate 

mall expansion. While hurricane 

damage has prevented the reopening 

of several branch offices, we 

nevertheless have provided temporary 

services at these locations in both 

mobile and modular buildings.

Trust department assets 

administered totaled $5.5 billion, 

a 10 percent increase. Its accounts 

include various types of trusts, 

investments, estate planning, 

and other banking services. The 

Institutional Asset Management 

division grew to more than $372 

million—up 24 percent. The equity 

portfolio managed by this unit 

outperformed industry benchmarks in 

2005 and has consistently done so for 

the past few years. Hancock Horizon 

Fund, our proprietary mutual fund 

family, is now approaching $700 

million and continues to be rated 

highly by several national mutual 

fund services and publications.

TheHancock Organization
The Bank has 102 bank office 

locations: 50 in seven southern 

Mississippi counties; 47 in 11 south 

central parishes in Louisiana; 

five in Tallahassee, Florida; 

with trust offices in Gulfport, 

Jackson, New Orleans, and 

Baton Rouge; and a half-

dozen Hancock Insurance 

Agency offices in Mississippi 

and two in Louisiana. We 

also operate 35 finance 

company offices in South Mississippi, 

Louisiana, Alabama, and West Florida. 

The company’s personnel count totals 

about 1,800.

Strength Stability Integrity
Your Board of Directors and 

Management team remains 

committed to providing a safe, secure 

place for our depositors’ money and 

a loan policy to meet individual and 

business needs that lead to further 

economic progress and help in 

rebuilding from the storm destruction.

Both VERIBANC, Inc., and 

BauerFinancial, Inc.—two of the 

nation’s most respected independent 

bank analysis groups—continue to 

confirm Hancock Bank’s financial 

strength and soundness. VERIBANC 

has accorded Hancock Bank coveted 

“Blue Ribbon” status for 52 consecutive 

quarters, placing Hancock among 

the top four percent of all U.S. banks. 

BauerFinancial granted Hancock 

Bank a “five-star” superior rating for 

10 consecutive years and includes 

the bank on BauerFinancial’s 

Recommended Reports. Bank Director 

magazine, a national publication 

for financial company directors, 

announced in fall 2005 that Hancock 

Bank was number 18 among the 

nation’s 150 top performing banks.

Looking to 2006
Management is optimistic that our 

region will recover and rebuild from 

the Katrina catastrophe. Tremendous 

help thus far has come from federal, 

state, and private enterprise, as well as 

many cities, churches and charitable 

organizations across the nation, 

Canada, and the Czech Republic. 

We envision that assistance will 

continue, and with the “iron will” 

and determination of our people, will 

bring us back to an even better area 

for residents, business and industry, 

amusement, and recreation.

 In conclusion, we mourned the loss 

of Mansel Slaughter, who had served 

on the Hancock Bank of Louisiana 

Board of Directors for the last 15 years.



On August 29, 2005, in a 12-hour 

onslaught of wind and 

unprecedented water, Hurricane 

Katrina crossed the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast (Hancock’s corporate 

domicile), wreaking inconceivable 

change from Alabama’s coastline 

to Louisiana’s marshland. Within 

hours after the storm, survivors 

instinctively tackled the task of 

recovery; and Hancock Bank 

immediately joined as a leader in 

rebuilding the region. Once again, 

the powerful resilience that 

distinguishes the people and 

places Hancock serves prevailed 

against adversity. Once again, 

Hancock Bank emerged as a 

catalyst for widespread economic 

regeneration—a renaissance of new 

opportunities for a better, 

brighter Gulf South.

Founded 107 years ago on time-

honored cornerstones of Strength, 

Stability, Integrity, and Service, Hancock 

Holding Company subscribes to a 

simple business philosophy: incorporate 

these core values into every facet of 

the organization.  These tenets have 

sustained Hancock through literal 

and figurative storms for more than 

a century and remain the tried-and-

true principles that will help secure a 

shining future for the company and 

the customers and shareholders who 

depend on Hancock during prosperity 

and crises alike.

Strength
                    in Value 

On October 9, 1899, Hancock Bank 

opened with $10,000 in capital and 

an unparalleled commitment to 

customers. Since then, Hancock Bank 

has maintained strong capitalization, 

recorded consistently strong financial 

performance, and pursued thoughtful, 

steady growth. Today, with $6 billion 

Established by Mississippi 

Governor Haley Barbour 

and advisory in nature, the 

Governor’s Commission on 

Recovery, Rebuilding, and 

Renewal sought to develop a 

broad vision for a better Gulf 

Coast and South Mississippi 

and help local leaders decide 

for themselves how the region 

will look in five, 10, and 20 

years.  The Commission held 

more than 60 public hearings 

to address housing, water 

and sewage, transportation 

infrastructures, economic 

development, and damage-

prevention measures for 

future hurricanes.
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in assets, Hancock Holding Company 

credits generations of dedicated 

associates with upholding the 

founders’ pledge to help communities 

grow and prosper while preserving 

shareholder value. In 2005 earnings 

reports mirrored the company’s 

vision of joining the top quartile of 

America’s strongest, safest financial 

institutions. Stock performance 

reflected growing interest in Hancock 

Holding Company as a promising 

investment. Just two weeks after 

Katrina, Hancock Holding Company 

paid previously scheduled dividends 

to more than 5,500 shareholders.

Strength in Expansion
As more families and businesses 

choose the Gulf South as home, 

Hancock Bank has strategically 

strengthened accessibility to 

Hancock’s full-service financial 

choices with convenient new locations 

in thriving business and residential 

areas. In 2005 new Hancock Bank 

financial centers opened in flourishing 

urban and suburban hubs such as 

Zachary, Louisiana, on the outskirts of 

metropolitan Baton Rouge; 

the West Bank of greater 

New Orleans; and on 

Cedar Lake Road in one of 

Biloxi, Mississippi’s newest 

residential, educational, 

and professional districts. 

A new, relocated east 

Pascagoula, Mississippi, 

office near Northrop-

Grumman Ship Systems 

and ChevronTexaco’s Pascagoula 

refinery will expand the Hancock 

financial management options 

available to residents and businesses 

in Jackson County.

Five Hancock Bank branches in 

Tallahassee, Florida, shine a beacon 

of financial services excellence across 

Florida’s Big Bend region, with 

pending opportunities to backfill 

the company’s Panhandle presence 

to Pensacola. Additionally, in fall 

2005, the State of Alabama granted 

Hancock limited retail banking rights 

to serve Mississippians displaced by 

Hurricane Katrina, opening expansion 

opportunities in Alabama’s port 

city of Mobile and strengthening 

the potential productivity of an 

established Hancock commercial 

financial center in west Mobile. 

Hancock Bank management is 

exploring options for an additional 

metropolitan New Orleans branch to 

help strengthen rebuilding efforts in 

the Crescent City. Eighty-eight-year-

old J. Everett Eaves—a well-established 

and highly regarded insurance agency 

primarily serving greater New Orleans 

—became a division of 104-year-old 

Hancock Insurance Agency just weeks 

before Katrina. That merger further 

strengthens Hancock’s capacity to 

offer property and casualty insurance 

at a time when adequate protection 

becomes a determining factor 

in restoring neighborhoods 

and businesses.

Today, with $6 billion in assets, 

Hancock Holding Company credits 

generations of dedicated associates 

with upholding the founders’ pledge 

to help communities grow and prosper 

while preserving shareholder value.
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Stability
for Our Customers 

Hancock Bank has remained 

financially sound through the 

Depression, disaster, wars, and 

recessions. Company associates’ 

dedication to core values ensure 

Hancock Bank stands available to 

help families and businesses achieve 

financial goals, especially when 

customers need Hancock’s financial 

guidance the most. In 2005 Hancock’s 

extensive, growing financial services 

network of 102 full-service financial 

centers, 125 ATMs, and 24-hour 

online and telephone banking allowed 

customers to select financial services 

channels best suited to increasingly 

complex lifestyles. 

After Katrina, damages totaled 

approximately $45 million at 59 of 155 

Hancock properties in four states, 

with 22 of those sites suffering more 

than 50 percent damage. One hundred 

ninety South Mississippi Hancock 

associates lost their homes. More than 

400 of Hancock’s 1,800-plus associates 

and their immediate family members 

suffered significant property damage 

or loss. Yet, on August 30, countless 

associates from storm-ravaged 

communities and less affected areas 

joined in opening makeshift branches 

—in some cases, with flashlights and 

folding tables—to serve customers 

and non-customers struggling in a 

cash based post-storm society. 

Hancock was the first bank to 

reopen temporary mobile banking 

units in two of the hardest hit towns 

of Pass Christian and Waveland, 

Mississippi. As utility companies 

restored services, technology again 

afforded customers electronic 

access to accounts and information. 

Hancock associates’ quick response 

to customers’ immediate needs, even 

in the toughest of times, once again 

illustrated the company’s time-tested 

“first-to-open, last-to-close” dedication 

to its Gulf South market. 

Stability for Our 
Communities

By September 1, 2005, Hancock 

instigated a “Together We Rebuild” 

campaign to encourage customers 

facing the uncertainties of recovery. 

Equipped with morale-boosting 

bumper stickers, tee-shirts, and 

American flags reminiscent of a 

Hancock initiative after 1969’s 

Hurricane Camille, Hancock bankers 

began helping families and businesses 

regain a collective sense of stability 

after America’s worst natural disaster. 

Within weeks, Hancock executives 

well versed in the successes and 

challenges of rebuilding after Camille 

became invaluable resources for 

Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour 

as he established the Governor’s 

Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding, 

and Renewal. Governor Barbour 

appointed Mississippi Power Company 

president and Hancock Bank director 

Anthony Topazi as one of five 

Commission vice-chairs and named 

Schloegel and Hancock Bank director 

Bob Occhi as infrastructure 

committee chairs.

Hancock management helped Coast 

leaders lobby the special session of 

the Mississippi Legislature to allow 

gaming 800 feet inland from the 

water’s edge—a compromise crucial 

to rejuvenating and protecting a 

South Mississippi economic engine 

that employs 17,000 area residents. 

Hancock’s chief operations officer, John 

Hairston, remains closely connected 

to the governor’s Congress-endorsed 

Hancock Holding Company          7



plan for $12 billion in Community 

Block Grants aiding Katrina tidal 

surge victims who lived above the 

National Flood Zone. Hancock Bank 

assistant general counsel Adrian

Smith has played an important role

in drafting safeguards for accurate

distribution of the funds. Countless 

Hancock associates led rebuilding 

forums and Charrette meetings to

help communities preserve unique

heritages while capitalizing on an 

inevitable boom in commercial and 

residential redevelopment.

Stability in Operations
Hancock Holding Company’s 

business recovery strategy minimizes

business interruption and protects

data when catastrophe looms. A

strong, stable relationship with

a Chicago based data protection 

company ensures Hancock can

back up and secure critical data 

—including account information,

online banking transactions, and teller

systems—well before disaster strikes.

Additionally, redundant operations

centers allow the company to relocate,

coordinate, and process essential 

business such as cash shipments,

loans, and deposits safely and

seamlessly off site.

Hancock’s Incident Management

Team activated the corporate disaster

plan three days before Katrina’s 

anticipated landfall along the Gulf 

Coast and prepared to implement 

post-storm recovery as

necessary. Those

standard precautions 

enabled Hancock 

to open all Florida 

locations, most

Louisiana offices, and

many South Mississippi 

branches within one 

day and resume basic 

computer operations

within 48 hours. A

September 26, 2005, BusinessWeek 

article said it all, “ . . . Hancock Bank 

had planned for Katrina—and 

foresees a rebuilding boom.”

Stability in Performance
In 2005 Hancock’s investment 

management process consistently 

rated in the top quartile of peers for

investment performance, reiterating 

the exceptional level of financial

expertise within Hancock’s Gulf 

South franchise. Hancock Bank trust

division assets reached $5.5 billion 

in 2005, up $500 million from the 

previous year. The Hancock Horizon 

Fund approached $700 million at year-

end, a $140 million increase from 2004; 

and the Hancock Horizon Value Fund 

earned Morningstar five-star ratings

for three- and five-year performance. 

Within the Hancock Horizon Fund, 

the company began offering a new 

institutional money market fund

Hancock associates’ quick response 

to customers’ immediate needs, even 

in the toughest of times, once again 

illustrated the company’s time-tested 

“first-to-open, last-to-close” dedication 

to its Gulf South market.
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that provides an additional choice for 

institutional clients preferring high-

yield, short-term investments. 

During and after Katrina, Hancock 

wealth management administrators 

and trust operations units provided 

uninterrupted trust and investment 

services for customers through its 

Baton Rouge offices. Hardworking 

Hancock associates in Gulfport, 

Jackson, and Baton Rouge ensured 

a $5 million bond issue slated for 

August 31—two days after 

Katrina—closed on time. 

Three days after the hurricane, 

Hancock bankers in Gulfport, 

Jackson, and Baton Rouge fulfilled 

on-time debt service payments of 

approximately $49 million to ensure 

bondholders did not feel the impact 

of the Gulf Coast disaster. With bond 

issuances accelerating in Louisiana 

and Mississippi, clients’ confidence 

in Hancock’s service and associates’ 

proficiency led to Hancock’s selection 

as trustee for more than $200 million in 

bonds to close in October 2005 alone.

  Integrity
In an age of public skepticism 

about big business and increasing 

disclosure requirements, Hancock’s 

century-old tradition of full, forthright 

communication with its customers 

and shareholders continues to 

set  Hancock apart as institution 

deeply rooted in a corporate culture 

of integrity. Early in 2005, analysts 

recognized Hancock’s potential. By 

fourth quarter 2005, Bank Director 

magazine listed Hancock Holding 

Company among the top-25 of 

America’s Top Performing 150 

publicly owned banks. Two of the 

country’s most respected independent 

bank analysis groups, VERIBANC, 

Inc., and BauerFinancial, Inc., rate 

Hancock among America’s safest,

strongest financial institutions.

When Hurricane Katrina 

disabled incoming and outgoing 

communications throughout the 

storm zone, Hancock management 

proactively traveled to analysts and 

media across the nation to confirm 

that the bank was open for business 

and reaffirm that Hancock’s financial 

integrity remained unequivocally 

sound. Hancock’s CEO George 

Schloegel led future-focused 

discussions with regional and national 

media. From CNBC’s Squawk Box 

studios, he reassured concerned 

investors. CFO Carl Chaney led candid 

one-on-one meetings and group 

conferences in financial centers such 

as Boston and New York to outline 

management’s initial assessments 

of Katrina’s impact on the company 

and post-storm opportunities for new 

growth throughout the Gulf South.

     Service
When Hancock Bank first began 

helping South Mississippians manage 

turn-of-the-twentieth-century 

prosperity, bank officers often 

traveled roads, rails, and waterways 

to serve customers in growing rural 
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communities. Today, as Hancock’s 

corporate footprint reaches some 

of the Gulf South’s most dynamic 

metropolitan areas, Hancock 

associates carry on that community 

bank commitment backed by the 

resources of a regional financial 

services company. Whether 

traditional branch banking, convenient 

24-hour electronic banking, or 

customized combinations of products 

and services, Hancock Bank provides 

the money management options 

today’s customers need and expect.

Immediate Service
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, 

Hancock associates—many who, 

literally, had only the clothes 

ontheir backs—rallied to open as 

many Hancock Bank locations as 

possible in storm affected areas. 

Bankers and relationship managers 

crawled through debris to check on 

customers and understand specific 

circumstances and needs. For some 

customers, payroll assistance, check 

replacements, or cash were crucial. 

For others, waiving certain charges 

such as ATM or NSF fees were short-

term solutions for post-storm financial 

survival. In the weeks after Katrina, 

Hancock served many 

non-customers whose 

financial institutions 

remain closed and who 

eventually became 

Hancock customers. 

Between August 31 

and December 31, 2005, 

Hancock experienced 

a 70 percent increase 

in new account 

volume—a record 33,000 new 

accounts and a tangible testament to 

Hancock’s commitment to service.

Service & Rebuilding
Six Hancock Bank Rebuild 

Loan Centers strategically located 

across the six-county Gulf Coast 

region offered South Mississippians 

a chance to plan recovery efforts with 

guidance from a full team of Hancock 

financial services professionals, 

including small business experts and 

business banking advisors. Expanded 

Saturday banking hours and more 

Saturday banking branches enabled 

Hancock to assist more customers 

at the customers’ convenience and 

laid groundwork for future business. 

Special certificate of deposit offers 

allowed customers to enjoy returns 

on insurance proceeds while deciding 

their own rebuilding strategies.

 In fall 2005 Hancock’s construction 

lending team anticipated tens of 

thousands of new structures would 

soon rise across the Katrina-affected 

landscape. Rather than designating 

only a few construction loan 

specialists, Hancock trained 

branch managers to assist loan 

customers—significantly expanding  

Expanded Saturday banking hours and 

more Saturday banking branches enabled 

Hancock to assist more customers at 

the customers’ convenience and laid 

groundwork for future business. 
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the company’s ability to process more 

loans for customers ready to rebuild.

As a longtime U.S. Small Business 

Administration Express Lender, 

Hancock Bank endorsed SBA’s Gulf 

Opportunity Pilot Loan (GO Loan) 

Program to simplify traditional 

business loan approval and provide 

prompt financing crucial to small 

business recovery. With SBA 

expanding its guarantee of loans 

up to 80 percent, this relationship 

enabled Hancock to negotiate better 

terms and expanded collateral 

guidelines, thereby helping more 

businesses to reopen sooner.

Additionally, an array of 

Hancock Bank Bright Business 

Solutions helped business owners 

resume business-as-usual and, 

ultimately, revitalize their local 

economies. With new businesses 

came invaluable jobs, much needed 

supplies, and encouraging progress 

in the overall recovery.

Expanded Service
Unprecedented Growth 

Opportunities
Hancock’s corporate team firmly 

believes that a rebirth of economic 

vitality will afford Gulf South families 

and businesses opportunities 

for financial success, progressive 

development, and greater quality of 

life. As that renaissance advances, so 

does the potential for Hancock to 

serve more customers in more 

locations with more innovative 

products and services. 

Many areas experienced 

phenomenal population growth 

in late 2005, especially as Hurricane 

Katrina evacuees chose to settle in 

their new locations. In Louisiana’s 

capital, Baton Rouge (Hancock Bank 

of Louisiana’s corporate home), the 

city grew by an estimated 50,000 

people. As Baton Rouge and 

countless other communities 

address the challenges of changing 

demographics, Hancock’s existing 

and envisioned infrastructure, 

skilled financial services teams, and 

comprehensive financial solutions 

render the company a star player in the 

Gulf South financial services arena.

On October 10, Hancock Bank 

became the first bank to reopen 

a full-service financial center in 

downtown Gulfport in the same 

historic building Hancock 

originally occupied from 

1939 to 1981.
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N  ew Age of Light
Although hurricanes Katrina 

and Rita changed the Gulf Coast region 

dramatically, local cities and towns launched incredible 

recovery efforts—literally, as soon as the winds and waters subsided.  

The strong spirit of the region’s people remains an inspiration; the caring and 

assistance from countless volunteers and organizations from across 

America remain heartwarming. At Hancock Bank, hundreds of dedicated 

associates work tirelessly to preserve the Strength, Stability, Integrity, 

and Service at the heart of Hancock’s corporate values since 1899.  

The Hancock family—local folks managing the same day-to-day 

challenges customers face—will continue to nurture 

the hometown partnerships that will make a difference 

in restoring the Gulf South as one of 

America’s brightest destinations.
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Hancock Holding Company and Subsidiaries

Corporate Information
Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of stockholders
will be held at 5:30 p.m., Thursday,
March 30, 2006, at the Orange Grove-
Lyman Community Center, 13472
Highway 49-North, Gulfport, Mississippi.

Corporate Offices
 One Hancock Plaza
 2510 14th Street
 Gulfport, MS 39501
 (228) 868-4000
 1-800-522-6542

Affiliate Banks and Companies
 Hancock Bank
 Hancock Bank of Louisiana
 Hancock Bank of Florida
 Harrison Finance Company
 Hancock Investment Services, Inc.
 Hancock Insurance Agency, Inc.
 Harrison Life Insurance Company
 Magna Insurance Company

Common Stock
The company’s Common Stock is traded
on the NASDAQ Market System under
the symbol HBHC. The current NASDAQ
market makers are
 Archipelago, L.L.C.
 FTN Financial Securities Corp.
 Herzog, Heine, Geduld, Inc.
 Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, Inc.
 Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.
 Schwab Capital Markets
 Sherwood Securities Corporation
 Spear, Leeds & Kellogg
 Stanford Group Co.
 Sterne, Agee & Leach, Inc.
 Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.
 SunTrust Robinson Humphrey

Stockholder Information
Stockholders seeking information may
call the Transfer Agent at (228) 563-7658,
or write
 Hancock Bank
 Corporate Trust Services
 Post Office Box 4019
 Gulfport, MS 39502-4019

Dividend Reinvestment Plan
The plan allows certain Hancock Holding
Company stockholders to reinvest their
dividends in Hancock Holding Company
common stock. The plan also permits
those participating to buy additional
shares with optional cash payments. Full
details about the plan are available by
calling (228) 563-7658, or writing
 Hancock Bank  
 Corporate Trust Services
 Post Office Box 4019
 Gulfport, MS 39502-4019

Cash Dividend Direct Deposit
Stockholders may elect to have their
Hancock Holding Company dividends
directly deposited into a checking,
savings, or money market account.
This service provides a safe, convenient
method of receiving dividends and
is offered at no cost to stockholders.
To obtain more information and an
enrollment form, call (228) 563-7658,
or write
 Hancock Bank
 Corporate Trust Services
 Post Office Box 4019
 Gulfport, MS 39502-4019

Financial Information
Copies of Hancock Holding Company
financial reports, including the Annual
Report to the Securities and Exchange
Commission on Form 10-K, are available
without charge upon request to

 Paul D. Guichet
 Vice President, Investor Relations
 Hancock Holding Company
 Post Office Box 4019
 Gulfport, MS 39502-4019

Earnings releases are available on the
Company’s website, hancockbank.com.


