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Catboat

The Caymanian Catboat 

was the mainstay in 

transportation amongst 

the Islands. Low-sheered 

vessels with an almost 

small  sailing boats were 

used in construction 

primarily Cayman cedar 

hardwoods - Cayman 

mahogany, plopnut, 

cedar, pompero, jasmine 
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Green Sea Turtles

The people of the Cayman 

Islands have a history 

tied to the turtle. In 

the 1600’s and 1700’s 

the Cayman Islands 

became a provisioning 

stop for vessels sailing 

the Caribbean because 

of an abundance of 

Green Sea Turtles, which 

could be caught and 

kept alive on board as 

a source of fresh meat. 

Permanent settlements 

developed on the Islands 

in the 17th century and 

turtling became a means 

of income as well as 

providing a local source of 

food. The Cayman turtling 

at a sustained level until 

the early 1900’s. By this 

time turtle populations 

were dwindling and, 

in subsequent years, 

national and international 

regulations and 

alternative sources of 

income reduced the 

turtling industry to a 

negligible level. The 

appearance of the turtle 

on the Cayman Islands’ 

association the people 

have to the turtle. The 

Cayman Turtle Farm was 

established in 1968 and is 

now a part of Boatswain’s 

Beach,  one of the premier 

tourism attractions in the 

Cayman Islands. The Farm 

is a closed-cycle farming 

operation that breeds 

and raises its own turtle 

stock for research, release 

programmes and local 

consumption (turtle is a 

favourite Caymanian dish). 
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Silver Thatch Palm

As the National Tree of 

the Cayman Islands, the 

Silver Thatch Palm has 

played an important role 

in the lives of Caymanians 

arrived on the islands in 

the early 1700’s. A valuable 

part of Cayman’s natural 

heritage, as well as part 

of the landscape, it is 

endemic to the Cayman 

Islands - which means that 

it is found nowhere else. 

The leaves are unusually 

tough and their broad 

shape makes them a 

useful covering. In the 

past, Silver Thatch Palm 

leaves were frequently 

used to thatch roofs 

as they were cool and 

rainproof. They were 

also used to weave hats, 

baskets and fans and 

these items are still made 

today by those who were 

taught the skills over 50 

years ago.
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Community Involvement

The Great House (“Pedro 

Castle”) at Pedro St. James

Towering three stories and 

sporting walls 18 inches 

thick, the Great House 

dwarfed the surrounding 

single-level “wattle-and-

daub” dwellings that were 

its neighbours in 1780. The 

elaborate construction 

made this Great House 

the Caymanian equivalent 

of a European castle, and 

the term “Pedro Castle” 

is used by local residents 

to this day. In the late 

18th century, with the 

use of slave labour, it was 

an Englishman named 

William Eden who built 

the expansive Great House 

and farmed the adjoining 

land as a plantation. Since 

its construction more 

than two centuries ago, 

Pedro St. James has been 

put to a variety of uses, 

including a courthouse, 

jail, Government 

Assembly and restaurant. 

vandalism, and rumours 

of being jinxed, it stands 

today, in its restored 

state, as a dynamic piece 

of Caymanian heritage. 

Perhaps best known 

as the “Birthplace of 

Democracy in the Cayman 

Islands”, Pedro St. James 

was the venue for a 

meeting on December 5, 

1831 where the decision 

elected parliament. Later, 

on May 3, 1835, Robert 

Thompson, sent from the 

Governor of Jamaica, held 

court at Pedro St. James 

to issue the proclamation 

ending slavery in the 

British Empire.
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Environment

Gigs

One of the Islands’ 

traditional games, likened 

to the modern spinning 

tops. The better gigs are 

usually fashioned out of 

Guava Tree because of 

the wood being hard and 

dense. A nail is inserted 

at the bottom on which  

the gig spins and a cord is 

wrapped from the tip of 

the nail around the base 

and midway up the gig.  At 

the  other end of the cord, 

a small piece of wood is 

tied. The gig is grasped 

upside down with the nail 

facing up and the end of 

the cord with the piece of 

wood held between the 

the gig is released and 

the spinning commences. 

In some instances, the 

protruding nails were 

sharpened to do damage 

to competing gigs.    
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Blue Iguana

The Blue Iguana is 

considered one of the

most critically 

endangered reptiles in 

the world. Native only 

in Grand Cayman, the 

protected “blue dragons” 

possess a blue body 

colouration, permanent 

red eyes, can grow up to 

weigh over 25 pounds. 

A national symbol of 

the Cayman Islands, the 

Blue Iguana is one of the 

longest-living species of 

lizard (possibly up to 69 

years). The National Trust 

for the Cayman Islands 

began captive breeding 

Blue Iguanas in 1990, in 

response to a Government 

sponsored survey in 

1988, which found wild 

iguanas to be so scarce 

that extinction seemed 

imminent. In November 

2001, the International 

Union for Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN) Iguana 

Specialist Group met 

in Grand Cayman, and 

with the National Trust 

and local Government 

drafted a Species 

Recovery Plan for the Blue 

Iguana. This formalised 

the involvement of an 

expanding network of 

international partners 

who are assisting in the 

Islands’ effort to save this 

species. 
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Management’s Discussion and Analysis

Thatch Rope Making

Thatch rope was originally 

made by the Islands’

women and children. 

They would cut “tops” 

(new unopened leaves 

from the Silver Thatch 

Palm) and hang them out 

to dry before splitting 

them into strands. 

These strands were then 

twisted together to make 

a rope on an ingenious 

handmade machine, 

which was comprised of 

three parts - the winch, 

cob and cart. Thatch rope 

was highly prized in Cuba 

and Jamaica for use in 

sugar industries.

cuc2008ar.indd   18 7/18/2008   12:27:04 PM



15 Caribbean Utilities Company, Ltd.
2008 Annual Report

Management’s Discussion and Analysis

cuc2008ar.indd   19 7/17/2008   11:31:51 AM



16 Caribbean Utilities Company, Ltd.
2008 Annual Report

Management’s Discussion and Analysis

Caymanian Wompers

An old Caymanian shoe 

with the sole traditionally 

made from cowhide. Later, 

when automobiles were 

introduced to the Island, 

the sole was fashioned 

from rubber car tyres.

Using a heated rod, three 

holes (two in the back and 

one in front) were pierced 

so Silver Thatch strands 

could be strung through 

the holes and strapped 

around the heels of the 

wearer.
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Caymanian Caboose

Not a train as the name 

indicates, but an old 

wooden stove also 

known as the “Old Time 

Stove”. The Caboose was 

made from wood, with 

zinc lining and the base 

were laid horizontally 

across the Caboose to 

hold up the pots or fryers. 

Fritters never tasted so 

good!
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Seaman’s Memorial

The statue was erected in 

2003 and moved to Heroes 

Square in the capital 

George Town in 2007.

It is an enduring symbol 

of national pride, which 

celebrates a history of the 

love between generations 

of Caymanians and a 

life on the sea. It was 

dedicated by H.R.H. The 

Earl of Wessex in the 

presence of many families 

and friends of whose 

names it carries, the 450 

brave and heroic seafarers 

who lost their lives at sea. 

The statue depicts a father 

and son on a ship’s deck.
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Kites

Another of the traditional 

Island pastimes. Made 

with brown paper 

and either bamboo or 

strawberry sticks. The 

fun is in making the kites 

with “singers” and long 

tails using scrap fabrics. 

Some of the better made 

kites can stay up for days 

on end, once the winds 

are right.
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Conch Shell Blowing

The conch shell is one 

of a number of different 

species of medium-sized 

to large saltwater snails 

or their shells. The name 

“conch” is often quite 

loosely applied in English-

speaking countries to 

several kinds of very 

large sea snail shells, 

which are pointed at both 

ends.. The Queen Conch, 

listed as an endangered 

species, is under 

international marine 

and  environemental 

protection and the United 

Nations has issued laws 

of seasonal prohibition 

in conch-catching. Conch 

shell blowing is a tradition 

on many Caribbean 

islands. The main purpose 

was to blow the shell 

announcing that there 

catboat reached the 

shore. The familiar sound 

would reach about a mile 

away and the people 

would come down to the 

seafood. Some traded 

meat or agricultural 

blew the shell with certain 

intermittence to indicate 

the type of seafood 

available. 
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Old Homestead

This pink and white 

cottage built in 1912 is 

the most photographed 

building in Grand Cayman. 

Once known as the “West 

Bay Pink House,” it’s 

constructed of wattle-

and- daub with ironwood 

posts. With its white trim 

and green shutters, it is 

the most inviting and 

picture-postcard-ready 

house in Grand Cayman. 

MacLure Bothwell, one of 

eight children who were 

“brung up” at the house, 

has restored the building 

to its former condition. 

The original furnishings 

are intact, including 

woodstoves, kerosene 

lamps, and mahogany 

beds. The evocative and 

nostalgic tour of the 

property shows you one 

of the few remaining 

examples of the Cayman 

Islands “the way they

used to be.”
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Wild Banana Orchid

The National Flower of 

the Cayman Islands, this 

in abundance after the 

spring rains in April and 

May. There are, in fact, 

two varieties of this 

orchid: ‘Schomburgkia 

thomsoniana var. 

thomsoniana’ which

originated on Grand

Cayman, and

‘Schomburgkia 

thomsoniana var. minor’ 

which came from Cayman 

Brac and Little Cayman. 

Both varieties have 

purple lips, although the 

petals are predominantly 

white on the Grand 

Cayman variety while the 

Sister Islands’ variety has 

with pale yellow petals. 

the top of a long curved 

spike at the bottom of 

which cluster Banana-like 

pseudobulbs that give this 

orchid its name.
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Mission House

The Mission House historic 

site includes a traditional 

Caymanian two storey 

home situated in Bodden 

Town. This site is known 

to have been utilised 

by early settlers for its 

abundant waterfowl and 

supply of water in the 

1700’s as is evidenced 

in oral history accounts 

and some of the shards 

of glass and ceramics 

found on site. This site 

rose to prominence in the 

1800’s and became known 

as the “Mission House” 

to early missionaries, 

teachers and families who 

lived and contributed 

to establishing the 

Presbyterian ministry and 

school in Bodden Town. 

The Mission House takes 

you back to an earlier 

time in Cayman’s history 

by recreating the living 

situations of the three 

families known to have 

owned the home.  
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Wreck of the Ten Sails

One of the most told 

stories in the Cayman 

Islands history is the story 

of “The Wreck of the Ten 

Sails”. Legend says that 

one night in November, 

1788, the “Cordelia”, the 

lead ship of a convoy of 

merchant ships bound 

from Jamaica to Britain, 

ran aground on the reef 

at East End. A signal was 

given off to warn off 

the other ships, but was 

misunderstood as a call 

to follow closer and nine 

more ships sailed onto 

the reef. The people of 

East End are reported 

to have shown great 

heroism in ensuring that 

no lives were lost and 

legend further states 

that one of the lives 

saved was one of royalty. 

For this, King George III 

is said to have granted 

the Islands freedom 

from conscription, while 

another report claims that 

freedom from taxation 

was bestowed on the 

people of the Islands as 

a reward. Actual records 

do not support this story 

entirely.
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